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Introductions

➢Black Hills Council of Local Governments

• Kailey Snyder

• Lysann Zeller

➢Meade County Planning Staff

• Bill Rich



➢ Provides a firm foundation for policy and 
action that allows a county to function 
more efficiently and effectively

➢ Strengthens the County’s policies and 
regulations

➢ Addresses current problems and issues

➢ Helps create a more desirable and certain 
future

➢ Authorized by South Dakota Codified Law 
(Chapter 11-2)

11-2-12. Purposes of             
comprehensive county plan.

• To protect and guide the physical, social, economic,

and environmental development of the county

• To protect the tax base

• To encourage a distribution of population or mode of

land utilization that will facilitate the economical and

adequate provisions of transportation, roads, water

supply, drainage, sanitation, education, recreation, or

other public requirements

• To lessen governmental expenditure

• To conserve and develop natural resources

Purpose of Comprehensive Planning



= Positive Future Growth & Change

Strengthens eligibility of grant and funding applications for public infrastructure improvements.

Provides residents or developers advanced knowledge of the intentions of the County.

Makes land use regulations stronger and less susceptible to legal challenges.

Provides guidance for future decision-making by elected officials and county staff.

Benefits of Comprehensive Planning



W
h

a
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s: • A collection of information and 

materials designed to guide future 

development

• Also known as a general plan or 

master plan

• Typically includes a future land use 

map and other visuals

• Easy to read

• Updated regularly to reflect 

changing conditions

• A “to do list” or “road map” used to 

create a more desirable future

W
h

a
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s 
N

o
t: • Strict plan for regulating 

development

• Zoning Ordinance

• Zoning Map

• Subdivision Regulations

• Capital Improvement Plan

• Building or Fire Codes

• These are specific documents 

intended to help implement the 

vision and goals of the comp plan

What is a Comprehensive Plan?



Phase 

1
Planning Process Groundwork

• Data Collection, Website, & Planning Board Scoping Session

Winter 
2021

Phase 

2
Initial Input from the Public

• County-wide Survey & Community Meetings

Spring 
2022

Phase 

3
Profiling the County

• Updated County Demographics & Review of Other Plans

Summer 
2022

Phase 

4
Plan Vision and Goals

• Visioning/Goal-Setting Sessions

Fall  
2022

Phase 

5
Drafting the Plan

• Plan Document Development

Winter 
2022

Phase 

6
Finalizing the Plan

• Final Document

Spring      
2023

Planning Process & Timeline



Available from: May 2 – June 30, 2022

Total responses: 292

Topics:

➢ About you

➢ Quality & Services

➢ Housing

➢ Transportation

➢ Land Use & Development

➢ Final Thoughts

Survey results available online at:

www.meadecountycompplan.com/survey

Comprehensive Plan Survey

Western Meade: 57701, 57702, 57706, 57718, 57719, 57741, 

57769, 57785, 57788, 57793

Eastern Meade: 57626, 57737, 57748, 57758, 57761, 57767, 

57787, 57791, 57792



Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

About You

Which zip code in Meade County do you live in?Please check all of the following that apply to you:

91%

2%

26%

34%
30%

16%

1% 0% 0%

I live in
Meade
County

year-round

I live in
Meade
County

part-time
(seasonally)

I live inside
of a city
limits in
Meade
County

I live
outside of a
city limits
in Meade

County

I work in
Meade
County

I own a
business in

Meade
County

I am a
visitor to
Meade
County

None of the
above

I prefer not
to answer

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%



How many years have you lived in Meade County?What is your age range?

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

About You

0%

4%

13%

28%

19%

25%

10%

0%

Under 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ Prefer not
to answer
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10%
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30%

3%

8%

12%

15% 15%

12%

31%

0%

4%

Less than
1 year

1-2 years 3-5 years 6-10 years 11-20
years

21-30
years

More than
30 years

Prefer not
to answer

Not
applicable
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15%

20%

25%

30%

35%



Please rate the following public services 

in Meade County:
Please rate the quality of Meade County 

in the following areas:

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Quality & Services

2.51

2.36

2.17

2.07

2.05

1.85

1.82

1.8

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

As a place to do business

As a place to work

As a place to recreate

As a place to visit

As a place to retire

As a place to live

As a place to raise a family

As a place to farm or ranch

Rating Average:
1 = Excellent, 2 = Good, 3 = Fair, 4 = Poor

2.81

2.56

2.47

2.46

2.26

2.16

2.07

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

Road maintenance

Snow removal

Cellular service

Internet access

Ambulance service

Law enforcement

Fire response service

Rating Average:
1 = Excellent, 2 = Good, 3 = Fair, 4 = Poor



What type of housing subdivisions would you most like 

to see developed in Meade County?

What are the biggest challenges related 

to housing in Meade County?

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Housing

58%

34%

24%

20%

12%
10%

8%
6%

2%

Affordability/cost
of existing

housing

Overall
availability of

housing

Needed
infrastructure

(e.g. roads,
utilities, etc.)

Cost of new
lots/construction

Not sure Other (please
specify)

Quality or
condition of

housing

Availability of
buildable lots for
new construction

None of the
above

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

40%

29%

23%

20%

12% 12% 12%
10%

Modified high-
density (between

1 and 3 acres)

Medium-density
(more than 3

acres, less than 9
acres)

High-density
(less than 1 acre)

Multi-residential
(e.g. townhomes,

apartment
buildings, etc.)

Rural residential
(40 acres or

more)

Not sure Other (please
specify)

Low-density (9
acres or more,

less than 40
acres)

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%



Please rate the importance of each of the following as it relates 

to improving transportation systems in Meade County:

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Transportation

2.04

1.93

1.88

1.82

1.74

1.63

1.28

1.27

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

Adding pedestrian & bicycle infrastructure
(e.g. sidewalks, paths, trails, lanes, etc.)

Improving traffic flows along the I-90 corridor

Increasing connectivity

Constructing secondary (emergency)
access in existing developed areas

Improving snow removal

Enhancing safety

Maintaining county roads

Maintaining county bridges

Rating Average:
1 = Very Important, 2 = Somewhat Important, 3 = Not Very Important, 4 = Not At All Important



Please rate the importance of the following related to land use and development in Meade County:

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Land Use & Development

1.92

1.55

1.43

1.40

1.40

1.39

1.32

1.15

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

Limiting development in rural areas

Maintaining and developing infrastructure

Preserving agricultural lands

Limiting development in
environmentally sensitive areas

Ensuring compatibility of land uses

Preserving open space and natural areas

Mitigating natural hazards,
such as wildfires, floods, etc.

Preserving water resources

Rating Average:
1 = Very Important, 2 = Somewhat Important, 3 = Not Very Important, 4 = Not At All Important



Meade County has experienced significant growth over the past 10 years and is projected to continue 

growing rapidly in the future. To help moderate the effects of growth, what planning method(s) 

do you prefer Meade County consider utilizing going forward?

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Land Use & Development

42%
40%

35%
33%

20%

8%

3%

Adoption of land use
regulations, such as

zoning

Concentrate growth in
and around

incorporated
municipalities

Additional
requirements

pertaining to the
subdivision of land

More public
investment in county

infrastructure and
services

Not Sure Other (please specify) None of the above
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45%

13%

24%

Adoption of land use regulations, 
such as zoning

Eastern Meade Western Meade



Currently, Meade County does not have a zoning ordinance regulating the uses of buildings and land outside of city limits. 

As a possible means to help encourage compatible land uses and manage future growth and development, 

would you support the adoption of zoning in Meade County?

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Land Use & Development

29%

34%

17%
16%

3%

Yes, I would support zoning in
all areas of Meade County.

Yes, I would support zoning,
but only in special areas (e.g.

high growth areas, such as the
I-90 corridor).

No, I would not support zoning
in Meade County.

Not sure Other (please specify)
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13%

18%
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10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Yes, I would
support zoning
in all areas of

Meade County.

Yes, I would
support zoning,

but only in
special areas.

No, I would not
support zoning

in Meade
County.

Not sure Other (please
specify)

Eastern Meade Western Meade



What types of development would you most like to see in Meade County?

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Land Use & Development

43%

40%

29%

24%

20%

12%

6% 6%
4%

1%

Single-family
residential

Recreation (e.g.
parks, trails,

etc.)

Community
facilities (e.g.
schools, fire

halls, libraries,
etc.)

Commercial Agricultural Multi-family
residential

Industrial Other (please
specify)

Not Sure None of the
above
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What do you like most about Meade County? What improvements would make Meade County even better?

What are the biggest challenges facing Meade County?

Comprehensive Plan Survey Results 

Final Thoughts



www.meadecountycompplan.com

Project Website



• Kailey Snyder
Community Development Planner

ksnyder@wrbsc.com

• Lysann (“Liss+ann”) Zeller
Community Development Planner

lzeller@wrbsc.com

730 E. Watertown St., Suite 102

Rapid City, SD  57701

(605) 394-2681

Questions?



In the year 2032, 

I want Meade County to be…

Closing Thoughts

(Use one word or phrase to complete the sentence.)


